Backward Design Course Planning Template
Use this template to plan a course using backward design. Start by defining what students should achieve, then determine how they will demonstrate learning, and, finally, plan instructional activities and materials that support those goals.
1. Course Information
	Item
	Details

	Course Title
	

	Program/Department
	

	Instructor
	

	Student Audience (e.g., graduate, undergraduate, professional, etc.)
	

	Course Description
	



2. Learning Outcomes (What should students know or be able to do?)
List clear, measurable course learning outcomes.
	Outcome #
	Course Learning Outcome

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	


3. Evidence of Learning (How will students demonstrate mastery?)
Identify assessments that align with each learning outcome.
	Outcome #
	Assessment Method
	Description of Student Work

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	


Examples of assessment methods include quizzes, exams, projects, presentations, case studies, portfolios, reports, simulations, etc.
4. Learning Activities and Instruction
Plan activities and materials that prepare students to succeed on the assessments.
	Outcome #
	Learning Activities
	Instructional Materials/Resources

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	


Examples include case studies, practice exercises, readings, videos, demonstrations, group work, etc.
5. Alignment Check
Confirm that learning outcomes, assessments, and learning activities align.
	Outcome #
	Assessment(s)
	Key Learning Activities
	Notes/Revisions

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	


6. Accessibility and Inclusivity Considerations
Consider how the course will support all students.
	Consideration
	Notes

	Accessible materials (closed captions, alt text, readable documents)
	

	Flexible learning options
	

	Clear instructions and expectations
	

	Technology requirements
	

	Additional accessibility considerations
	



